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77 SOLITARY
(Cnpvripht. Itt!. tu Alfred A. Knopf. Inc.)

(Vopurloht, 1919, bu VuWio Ledger Co.)

THIS STARTS T1IK STOKY
t
Keith Norton innkcn himself nt

home in n deserted house. Searching
for somebody who choked lilm while
he slept lie dicovcrs n box, of jewels
nml hides it. Uc finds in it woods n

Klrt unconscious nfter being nttnckccl
by some mjslcrloiis crenture mid pro-

cures lodging for her in the Ullage.
He receives mi offer of n thoiiMind
dollars from n man limned Wcntwoith
if he will n.Mt him in his plain, the
stranger nsiiniing that Norton knows
whnt they nre. I.ntcr he iiinrrels
with the stranger nnd is set upon by
n hairy creature who binds him nnd
buries him in n shallow grne from
which he with difficult.! escapes. On
his return to the house he finds it
occupied by its former tenants, Dirk
"Wcntwortli nnd his wife. While he
talks to them thc.v arc Wlcd bj
Dick's iinrle. who. upbraiding hi
newphew for foolishness and illain),
tears up anil burns the will he had
made in his favor, lie rc. off
thioiiRh the woods with Dirk after
him. Dick returns in a few minutes,
sajing he couldn't -- re him am w heir.

AND IIKRK IT CONTIM Ks

The Hidden Jewelry
TT WAS the free- - " Ileeme -- aid

quickly "mi ought to haw gone

on, joti would haP seen him ng.im ill

once." She paused and added with it

little movement of her hand It
Would lime been no Rood."

"No," agreed Dirk moodily. ""o
Keith hud turned and was -- fating nt

the wood that Inj o gieen and -- liadi
in the hot sunshine. The expie ion

by Dick that old Mr. Wentworlh had
"vanished" -- tnitled him fur the ni

ment, hut he put nway the innmcutnij
fear he experienced with the leflrrtion
that the old man had already ronie
through the woods once with -- afrtj . and
thnt there "as no ica-o- ti lo suppose
any danger threatened his life. He
iides, it wns bioad dm light now, and
then Keith wii- - sure that the attack
made on him the night before had been
personal and aimed only nt him-rl- f.

Still, it was odd. a little
that Dii k should lime ihanrrd to e

such an expression.
Dirk, siillrn nnd downcast, wns in

the net of entering (he house when lie
seemed to icinember Keith's presence,

"Here you." he shouted, "dear out ;

take yourself off: what are jou hang- -

ing about here for? Clear out and look
sharp about it

Keith turned ngain and came -- lowly
toward him.

"Look here," he said. "I wi-- h vou
would tell me what nil this meant. I'm
not asking out of curiosity," he added
quickly ns Dick seemed to n'jout to
burst into n fresh torrent of wrnth."I have n serious rea-o- n for asking

. . .nn.l T ,l.:..l liiiuiix periiaps i may lie utile to
Help jou

"You I" lepeated Dirk, siirpii rd n ud
iioiinttui. "ou how?"

"I don't know." answered Keithfrnnklj. "There is n lot I don't un-
derstand. Hut I am not here quite bv
nixiurui ; i can tell jou that. Am!- .c rrni rilOllgll Q hUOW Sflme Ol'Vqueer work is going. on. There have beentwo attempts mud.' to minder me, forexample."

They both looked at him. but evi-
dently weie by no means satisfiedand Keith -- aid again :

'

'ion might as well trust me. Let meask jou u que-tio- u. Do jo ii know any- -thing nbout jeweliv?

.i'T,ry?.l '0,,0'i!,,, ,"'- - MartiB""".' n no you -- ay thnf""" "o you Know about if Are vouone of hi- - lot?"
"Whose lot?" asked Keith Wevhoti'l.. i - .-- m... Kn mum lartlier forward by

"lur-uo- aim neier answering
ineni. I will te vnu Wv I
he i ....... . , . came to' be

' "111 I lIlllllMIlt Trt I n.i.In .1
" .."himiu, Jukie1 this plare empty, with doors

HnawindovK r,eil- - n(I appnreutlv left
in n most extraordinary hurry. i wasnbout done up and I lielped''mvsef tosome of the food I found, and' then Ithought I would have a night's ,e- -t
here, as there seemed no one to objert
During the night an attempt was made
: "' ' ,np' rBnBl' '" Whoever itwns got away somehow, f .h.n'i l.how. If you have been nearly mur-
dered in a house you may get to feelquite at home in it. nnturallv. so I
stayed on. and I searched it thoroughly
to see if I could find out whv T had hemattacked, and who b.v. In the box-roo-

"
.My jewelry:" Dirk shouted. "Vou

scoundrel; jou stole them : jou've got
them ; give me them bark or or "

"Don't be a fool." -- aid Keith angrily
'T.i-tf- ln in ,.. ..ill '.'.jou

"No, I won't," Dick cried 'Where
Ore they? Oive them me of- -

"You silly ass," growled Keith.
"Keep your distance or I'll knock jour
head off," he added as Dick made a
threatening movement forward.

"Dick, Dick, don't:'' Iteeuie cried,
interrupting. "Dick, you mustu't : listen
to him: hear vvliat he has to sny."

"Hut he has the jewels." Dick cried
excitedly; "he has stolen the jewels "

"He wouldn't hnve told us that if
he had meant to keep them," Ueenie
said.

"Oh, well." muttered Dick, eyeing
Keith doubtfully aud reseutfull ,

"where are they?"
"I will show you presently," an

swered Keith, "if jou will try .not
to make such a priceless fool of jour
self; you are only making things into
n bigger mess than they are, you know '

"I don't see what business it is ot
jours," Djek said.

"I've told jou two attempts have
been made to murder me. If that
doesn't give me some right to consider
it's some business of mine, I don't know
whnt would. What I want to unde-

rstand is well, who you nre nnd whj
you are here, Hnd what it all means?"

"I should think you'd know; the old
man wns pretty candid, wasn't he?"
grumbled Dick. ,

"There is very little to tell really,"
interposed Jtcenie. "and there is no

reason why you shoudn't know it all,
it you witot to.

"'Thai; gentleman who was here just
.... to i.l Ale AVentvvorth. Sir. Peter
Vcntwortli. He Is very rich, ami $ome

.. - nco he mlojitcd my husband ns UU
. ..cV l.n ttiantAil Ittttl VtV muchMMI AiMl ' !!.- - " tv.rf

- .' - -1 l.nlnRHmf in
M PK B WCIVHftlU W f ytry

wf?

f rich and Rrand family, and Dick
wouldn't, because he didn't like her.
nnd he married me instead, nnd. of
course, that would linxe made Mr
Wcntwortli more furious than eer if
he had found out, bemuse I'm not im- -

purlnnt nt all and all my family is en
poor. At first 1 llcd in lodRiiiRs in
London, and Dick came to. see nic when

'he could, but people were bo IticiuUI-tiie- .

and one or two of the landladies
were nw fully horrid, and eery one
would ask questions, and so nt last
Dick heard of this house and we rnme
heie because we thought it would be
quiet and out of the way and no one
to bother us. Itut we hadn't been
here cr.v Ioiir when some one sent n
telegram to old Mr. Wcntwortli to say
Dick was married and where wc licd.

,and if lie came here he would find us
together. the merest chance in the

"You sillj ass!" growled

noild Dii k s,m the telegiam, and he
lushed off line as fast ns he could and
in Ir-- s than two minutes after he ar- -

iied we were away, leaving pvprj thing
just as it was because nothing mattered
inurh if only we got off before Sir.
Y cut worth runic.

"We needn't have been in such a
hiirrA. either, ns it happened." added '

Dirk, "the old bo. s motor inn into a

Keiln.

bank

a deal

xtlmv
1)i(.,. r

lamp-pos- t, he wns wedding nre a- - as cash,
up and never got here at all that And if say are a in
So I have left the jcwelr.v take jour stuff anj

1 I 'thought the where If
safe as or thej got it. where it?"
would raiting them got nil -- aid

and As soon as I thought to
Ihe oast was clear 1 caine bark to get
them, weregoue. Some our
had been in the house
-- oine time, and f took it the old man
had had some one here, nosing
und he had the jewelry and

it off."
s.0 then jou got oniuk.

Keith : jolly, silly men. nut wuat are
these jewels? do they come
fiom how did you get them?"

"I bought them," answered Dick
short!. "You heard he said
about my accounts nnd hovv
l,n fls iminf- - tit the nnlirp nn.l nil the
r,.st it will, too. Well, jou see,
the a. counts got wrong bj degrees
somehow I there was bound to
be a He was more and more
set on niv marry inc Oateley all
the time, nnd the more he was set on it
the more I do it. I

would have blown my out first.
So I didn't care much if the accounts '

did wrong. Hut I found I was
."0 short couldn't say hovv I

had it. I swear that; it was
some mistake somewhere; 1

a then I knew he had
the of me. what he
likes.

"He wnnts nil the rest of the world
to be him to hnve the
key. I knew if he found out it would
be gaol or marry Oateley. So I

THE POST

IT

w

"Kee your distume or

thought 1 might as well be hanged for a
-- lirep as n lamb, and all I took he
nlnoAs said it would all be mine some
dnj I spent on jewelr. It was a mnii
I knew in the jpwelrj trade put me up
to that: he said it wns the safest

-t waj there was. and snares
bonds notes can nlwa.is

traced, gold is too heavy, but
oil ran alwajs in jcclr.. nnd

more (learlj now. Hut who is it ineiiiiiie
to murder me?"

Dirk shook his head.
"I know about that," he said.
"Who sent Mr. Wcntwortli the tele- -

gram jou talk about?"
(lnn-- t tnnt either." answered.., Hl (li, , hav(1 s.li(,

and badly shaken rings good
daj. Jou jou traveler

needn't those jewels jou can
wn.v did. Hut were as nnd no questions asked. joii've

there anj where, as is
be about to lodging "Oh. I've it right."

hotels. Keith. "I am beginning see things

and thc.v
evidently living

round,
that found

cleared
observe.!

Where
and

what
being short,

of he

knew
bust-up- .

Agnes

wasn't going to
brains

go when
and

hadn't
hadn't

touclgd penny
whiphnud Thnt's

clockwoik and

Aggie

and

nnd and
be nnd

shmll(,

houses

nor over the
do Hut

like nil the, and think going had
do. may be hud iiwny, leaving

ahead." there
be

'nm.lirr i ilnnrl lint imilnf .I,, rt, .inmi
settlements heir unless expre-sl- v

excluded will. It was his marriage
gave the old man his capital for his

start, and she thought her son
ought to the but ngiecd'
to her husband having the to'
exclude him for reason, lie
provided the good all right, and
the old man gave him the of
leuving the country or being

was adopted I was
to instead of Hert.
Hert hated like poison. I
then it good luckfor me, but

don't now."
"Is tin- -. Hert a tall man with

arms and legs and a face that looks!
all skin and bone, very little small
bright ejes, and a very strong growth!
of beard?"

-
1 am here to the world's of error.

The admiral flivvcred ; the general failed ;

The strong man wns vash aud the weakling showed terror;
Old Rumor breathed that the papers retailed.

The was slow and the hasty ;

The statesman was changeable, spineless or stiff;
And herewith subscribe to the scandal-dis- h

That things as arc might if

.My, yes! I nnd, forget it:
"might-have-been- " is gumming' the works.

Regret puts n brake ou wheels jou it.
Reserve kills endenvor wherever she lurks.

s nre that the dopesteis have fun with.
"doers" keepbusy and stick to their text.

The job that finished is over and with.
Whatjs now to be done is the What next?

GRIF ALEXANDER.

DOROTHY DARN His

HOUSE

nothing

MORTEM

A Mystery Story
By E. R. PUNSHON

fi Afi K IU

ttiiiick jour block off."

"ouc seen him;, he's here?"
Ueenie cxritrdlj.

"I Keith answered. "I,
think I -- aw him last night. I think it,
was who tried to murder inc. Mr.
Wentwoith has jut burnt his will. Then
ii no men Jicrt.ilje

she stajed nway
t.,L, .

would be I is heir.
"No fear of that answered ijick;,i,.v

die jet, not him, not till
l. !. 1,. r. ... I. .. Mi i r iin- mii in, mi- u iii-n- i win, up lllnsan idea of founding n A cntworHi
institute or libra..v or something of that
kind. And thnt s what hell do. He'll
Hike .air neither Herl nor 1 ever touch
" i'r,"V- - .. was staring nt the wood,

-- iieni, siiaiij ami nc

it South alitor
what sky

would
have

ache
have

reason

cuursc

that

admit

toys

clone

cried
so."

wooii,

line.

in it the
inn limn mill i ii ill-i- ll. I ...... .mini mil t.n- - ,iu. .i.

"About my jewelry?" said
ubinptlj.

"I'll show jou where it is," said
Keith ; "it's though guni'r

Dick impatiently.
light." said Keith. "Come this

waj. In that wood" nodded
it "there's something."

"What do menu?" asked Dick.
"I wish did," said

Keith, staring abstractedly
wood. sny cousin jours,

Wcntwortli, been South
Africa?"

"Yes," Dirk impatiently,
'I

It just here." Keith said. "I
suppose theie nre queer peoples

South Africa Hotten-
tots what

do keep talking
South Afiic.i demanded Dick.l..l ! . ,

""" nuSi'J'. "Are
jou bluffing that jewelry?"

"No, I'll show it to jou." answered
Keith. "South Africa

jewelry be hanged together; if
jou been through I
night jou wouldn't such a stew
about just here."

(TO CONTINUED)

Freak
that in Kentucky there

fell where u lav in the prnnn.i
the shoots up by

side united their forces into
solid trunk. supposition seems
feasible from fact on
the is on one that of

on the other mulberry.
Sentinel.

Family Must Have Neglected Duck's Education

DAILY NOVELETTE

PIES VS. LIES
y Nellie Oonlon

I3XACTIA' 1 p. in. race burst
"

into the office fifteen minu late.
"Oh, girls," nlmost shouted.

"Whnt do think? The Wash-

ington docks tomorrow afternoon nt
--'::i0. And on it." '

"So is Hilt," cried Slay.
"And Joe," Helen fully.
Kvery answered except quiet

Ilrent, A comparatively new ar-

rival' In city, seemingly uncon-

querable shyness n barrier be-

tween herself young people of both
sexes. The other three girls the
office looked with rather n
mild, d contempt, as one

never received invitations to
'about ns

.She was not unnttractive ns to looks,
her charm wns the that

not flash upon nt first glance,
inthcr grew upon people

seemed to bother to study after
thaf glance.

"I notice It lit Ii hnsn't said anything,"
teased Grace. "I'll wager there's
special on that boat thnt she's
thinking about. Come, 'fess up, bashful-nrs- s.

isnjt there?"
I'oor Ruth 'm checks burned with hu-

miliation; if she only to say
"Acs." u rose in throat

she couldn't answer.
knew triumphed Grace: "she
t answer. 'Hint's why she

been so quiet. She's rteltlnir r,.,.
Dim. i

Ruth opened mouth to protest,
stopped. Why shouldn't let theui
go on thinking that was one?!

her it
little hereafter. And they
need seldom met

girls nfter business so
the harmless deception would never be
discovered.

Just befoie closing time the
manager made the announcement thnt
In view of the general interest shown
in the docking of the transport the

ufternoon would be n y

so that girls might ro down to
pier.

words greeted with great
glee, they immediately began mak-
ing phuis for the morrow. "I'll fell
jou' what, girls," began Grace, the
leading spirit, "we'll go down to-
gether direct from And I

just thinking that liojs might
appreciate something in
sweets. know, don't much
of that in the army, so why wouldn't
it be n good idea for each of us to
bring pie?"

The idea was instantly adopted,
the separated, promising to bring

most delirious possible in
morniii!?.

I'oor Kuth: harmless white lie. if
be was nssumine

nlarniini? iimnm'tinn What Kltnnlit clio
suuiioniy. stepson, it could

If from work the
next dnv Ibev wmil.l mni,.M,."he won't

had

reinein- -

was llert, only he is in Africa, neither jou one leaned the watching n cor-
am! I don't see good it would would ever find it. we better iug city thrill thut
him. Hut it lie him be caieful what wo nre upon hearing the noisy

Mo I nil there died in its stead
is Hert?" trouble u of loneliness. If only

"Sir. Wentvvoith's stepson. His' "Let's jewelry first." sniil would sonic one there wonl.l !.
he is

b.v

he chief heir,
power

any good

choice
prosecuted.

That when he me.
be Of

me thought
was jolly

I
long

admit

fakes
colonel adjutant

I tasty
they be much better

admitting,
piffle

if let

is
question.

think

lie

Ins

lie

oeieci now kick unci that
- mill ...

found.
Dick

close by, I'll

'All
he to-

ward
you

don't know, I I
still nt the
"Vou this of

Hert has in

"he
went there. he jewelry

is
precious

in Hushnien aud
and not?"

"What jou about
for?"

. I....I....,
'"""".'V V. '' "mlm""

mo nbout

jou and
jour

had what did last
be in

it. Hut it's

HE
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she
jou Sit.

Jack's

added joj
one had
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the her

nnd
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go
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but of sort
one but

one, nnd few
had "her

some
'he'

were tabic
but lump her

and
"I if."

doesn l,ns

her hut
she

there some
iney wouiu treat wjtn

more
never know. She any

of tho

office

next
the

His were
nnd

all
the office.

was the
the line of

You they get

a

girls
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Her
called,

any else rail
had Tho

felt
idea come

"Who dull
my who

first
big

heir

full

The
the
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said
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side

side

who

did

first

the

' ...i. . . .

fin t in nt hm limwl ;t" u, i. .

l,Tet would be out. as there would be no
one to meet. She finally resolved to see.
it through, leaving the outcome j., the
hands of fate. If worse came to wor-- t,

!",le ''0",d M,-- ,hnt sl,( lial Iweii mis- -
'taken in the nn.ne of tl. i,i

The mighty Slount Wn-- 1
ing tier precious cargo fn?,."",.1"'nr"
I. ... .. .... rt : .... .,
iiuii'i-.- iiiiiirii I in ii..
hor. The din of dunging bells, pieiring
whistles, and people shouting, all testi- -
fied to the stupendous welcome which
awaited them.

One lad, standing n little nnart

'looking for him nlone. It had been hnrd
to listen to the other rhnps, whose
inouieis, sisters unci sweethearts were
on the pier, waiting to gieet them.

Hert Craudall wus an orphan from a
far western city, who had enlisted nt
the beginning of the war. He had no
lelatives, unci what few friends he had
were hundreds of miles from here. He
had never felt his lack of relatives quite
so keenly before.

The girls, nfter a hasty lunch, nr- -
i1"0'1 at tl10 piT in due time. After thej... :. e ,i. i 11...1 ,
mniwiih ui mi: uuiii, nuiii unci

separated from the others
in ..the monster crowd. She leaned
against a post wearily, protecting her
precious pie, ns best she could.

Suddenly, she spied one chap, stand-
ing alone, nn unusual fact, as most of
the fellows were surrounded by n smnll
feminine army. At sight of his rather
vcary face, a dnrin idea popped into

her head. She over to him and
touched his arm.

Craudall turned quickly, hat in hand,
aud nsked courteously, "Anything I
can do for

All of Uuth's newly acquired 'cour- -
ase seemed i$ ooze away from her.
"Why, yes or, that is jou see. I,"suddenly the girls hove into sight, nnd

delighted to act as jour fiance, and also
to eat that delicious looking pie. SIj
name is nobcrt Craudall, and as I be-

lieve it is customary for people to know
each other's names, i will have to ask
jours."

Then the girls joined them and intro
ductions followed. When they were

" " ' oeariug each jear n crop of.hcr courage returned, nnd she quickly
walnuts and a crop of mulberries, and blurted out the whole tale.
the curious phenomenon is accounted for All the weariue-- s dropped from Hob'sby the supposition thnt a mulberry seed face, and he laughed heartily. "I'll he

walnut
joung

uud

bark
walnut

that

formed

been

respect

hours,

and

some-
how become

walked

you?"

DREAMLAND AD VENTURES --By Daddy
"CINDERELLA'S BALL"

f I'cggt) nnd Hilly go to Cinderella')
hall which is broken up iclicn Jted
Itcaid appears among tho dancers

as an elephant, (lilly saves
I'eggtl from the Turn, but is himself
placed in danger.)

OSTRICH I.OSKS HIS HEAD
UKAHD'S dancing apparently

hadn't made him tired, while IJilly
wns all out of breath from blowing the
ningic whistle. So the Turk would have
captured Hilly in n minutest the latter
hndn't made quick use of his wits. Hilly
pretended to Hee, but when lied Heard
came nt him with outstretched nnns lie
suddenly turned nnd made n football
tackle, grabbing the Turk by the legs.

Wham I Ucd Heard hit the floor so
hnrd that the palace shook. Hilly stag-
gered to his feet and dnshed for the
door.

"Climb on my back," whistled Op-- '
timistic Ostrich, mcetlnR him half way.
In another instant Hilly was beside
I'cggy and flic ostrich wns skidding
ncross the slippery waxed Moor. Ucd
Heard lurched to his feet nnd followed.
I'cggy saw to her alarm thnt the tumble
had split the elephant skin and the Turk
wns drawing his gleaming scimitar.
Ucd. Heard in his rage forgot the

of the floor nnd all of n sud-
den both fret went out from under him
nnd down he sat with n wnllopiug
bump.

Thnt gave Optimistic Ostrich time to
get out of the door before, Ucd Heard
cunie in pursuil.

Now theic came n terrific race across
tho plain toward the distant river. Op-

timistic Ostrich, loaded ns he was,
stepped out faster than the fastest race
horse, but Heel Heard, in spite of being
handicapped bj the cumbersome

hide, covered the ground with as-

tonishing speed.
Nearer and nearer drew Tied Heard

until I'cggy and Hilly could see his
piggy ejes squinting through the slits
in the elephant skin. And looking nlieiid
they saw that the liver at the point

BRUNO DUKESolver ofBusiness Problems
By HAROLD WHITEHEAD, Author of "The Business

Cop right

THK PROIII.KM OK THK FIJIE IN-S- I

RANCH AGENTS'

Kechoo, .Michigan

T7vVi:U heard of. Kechoo, Mich?"
J 'Hriino Duke nsked mo suddenly.

Wc had been riding for about nn hour.
I had been leading St. Elmo Lewis's
"Getting the .Most Out of Husiuess,"
while Duke had been resting with closed

ejes on his I'ulliiinn chair.
He never will read on the train ex-

cept for u few minutes when some re-

port must be studied. He sajs that eyes

lire too precious to ruin by subjecting
them to the hard usage of train ruling.

"You cau walk on n wooden leg," he
said one dnj'", "but jou can't see very
well out of n glass cje."

I had started nt his sudden question.
"Keelioo? No I can't sny thnt 1

have."
"Well jou ought to have looked it up

liofme we lofl Xever iro to a town on
buSiness without first looking it up in a

c)0( enejclopcclin. The more advnuced
knowledge jou have of n place the
quicker jou can produce results when
jou get there. Still I suppose I can't
expect much from jou until nfter Octo-

ber '22."
His reference to my approaching wed-

ding made me blush slightly, but he
went on talking.

"ICeehno is n busy manufacturing
town of some "0,000 people. It's a town
rapidly glowing uud land values nre

rapidly. It has some good
banks, is n center for a score of smaller
towns nnd has live schools. The prin-
cipal industries nre furniture-tiinkiii-

metul stamping and a little scientific ins-

trument-making.

"It is ii much more important lown
than its population would indicate, for.

ngain nlone, Ituth began to voice her
gratitude.

"How can I ever thank you?" she
said.

"Well, if jou feel indebted to, me.
perhaps jou would be willing to show
me this wonderful city of jours while I
um here. I expect to remain here nbout
a week, nnd then 1 leave for the west,"
answered the joung .iinn.

Huth nssented, nnd then began n
wonderful week for the two lonely

Although Ruth had been
in the city a few months, she hnd sceii
very little of it, nnd the outings were
ns wonderful to her ns to her compan
ion.

Hut the happy vipfk drew to n close
as all happy tilings seem to have n
hnbit of doing, nnd they walked toward
Ruth's boarding house ou their last
evening together.

'!I think this hns been the happiest
week of my life," announced Rob, "and
I dread going back homo tomorrow. Oh,
Ruth, I know this must seem awfully
sudden to jou dear, but I waut jou to
come witli me, or I shall die of lonel-
iness."

And Ruth, the dispeller ot loneliness,
forgot her terrible shyness, and prom-
ised.

The next complete novelette Rich
'and Diplomacy,
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Wham! Red Heard lilt the floor so
hard Hint (lie palace shook

for which Optimistic Ostrich wns head-
ing wns swift and turbulent.

Inch by inch Ucd Heard gained until,
with the river five j cards away, he wns
only a jard behind. He wns sure to
grab them ns they plunged into the
water.

Hut Optimistic Ostrich also had n
trick piny. At tho very bank of the
stienm he dodged nside. and as .Red
Heard tried to sjlop, Optimistic Ostrich
kicked out with one of his powerful
legs nnd sent fat Turk plunging over
tho bonk into the swirling water.

Ucd Heard rose to the surface, his
elephant skin nil wet, bedraggled and
shrinking. He was madder than n wet
hen when he waded out of the liver
and started again nfter Optimistic Os- -

trich.
At first Optimistic Ostrich ran along

the bnnk looking for n shallow crossing
place, but he could find none and Ucd
Heard wns drawing so close that hu
plunged into the raging torrent and
started to wade across.

Tho water wns deep and the current

being the center of a big trading dis-

trict, many national concerns maintain
offices there. The Ellnrd Hotel is a big
eight story affair, modern in every par-
ticular. Got any .idea of what the
town's like?"

"Yes, I think so. What about trol-lejs?- "

"I understand thnt Slarkct street uL

the junction of Hill street, is one of the
busiest spots in the whole stnte. Trol-
ley curs for all the surrounding country
use it ns the terminus. The railroad
station is right opposite. This forms u
regular squnie the railroad station
ou one side, the tiolley terminus right
opposite it. The stoics opposite the
station are very busy ; above the stores
nre "business offices.

"To the light of the station, set in
a big grass plot, is the city hall, while
opposite thut is n movie house and some
more stores. The stiret between the
station aqd the movie house lends fo the
manufacturing section of the ,town.
The street betweeu the station and the
City Hull leads to the better class resi-

dential section, while the streets back
of Slnrket, going through 1 1 ill street,
lend to the shopping nnd to the poorer
home districts. Hill sticet is the mniu
shopping street in Keelioo."

"I see. Now what nbout those in-

surance people? What's thoir prob-
lem what's their name?" '

"They trade as Slarlow & Hrovvn
both nre named Fred, strange to say.
As far as I can gather they are both
bright joung men who were very suc-

cessful in selling general insurance for
uu old estnblished firm iu Detroit.

"SInrlow's home wns in Keelioo and
he was anxious to get back. Hrovvti uud
he had saved u little money, so decided
to go into general insurance selling for
themselves.

"They looked over the field nnd found
that while theic weie three strong
agencies in Keelioo, several good com-
panies were not represented.

"After sonv negotiations they got
the agencies for four fire insurnuce
companies, two life insurance compa-
nies mid n burglary, phitc glass and
aceideut company.

"They had specialized pn fire insur-
ance in Detroit, so determined to make
a drive for it in Keelioo. '

"Now, Peter, as you probably know,
when people take out fire insurance they
usually take n three or five jear policy.
Life insurance prospects take time to
work jou hnve to know a bit about it
before jou can expect to do much busi-
ness but you know more nbout that
than I do from jour experience with
the Magnitude.

"Here, then, is the problem. These
two men, Slarlow about forty, aud
Hrovvn, about- - twenty-five- , are in Kee-
lioo with money enough to curry them
for about n year. The people they sec
to get fire insurance arc covered for all
periods from n year to five years. For
every twenty people they see perhaps
only one will have a policy expiring (his
year nnd mnny of those won't think of
changing, agencies. All they want is a
list of people whose policies expire tills

Nice little problem, isn't it?"

By Chas. McManus
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v.vn swift. Soon Optimistic Ostrlch-wa- sl

struggling for his life. Hy gigantia
struggles he succeeded in Raining a lnrga
rock near the center of tho stream, but
the river ahead looked so dangerous thud
lie hesitated before going farther.

"I'll get sou yet," yelled Iteil Heard,
M itli that he flung Ills scimitar straight)
a them, I'cggy and Hilly dodged, but)
Prtimistlc Ostrich couldn't get Ills long
neck out of the wny. ' Whish ! Tho
scimitar struck it, going through lb
like n knife through soft butter. To
1'cggy's horror Optimistic Ostrich's
head dropped into tho water nnd wag

swept oway.
Hut surprising to' sny Optimistic Oa

. Il. .It.tn't fnll flntvn fiend.

"Ho. ho." came n jolly volco frordl
inside his body. "I've lost my Head. I

but I'll still RCt the better of Rcflj
Heard. He isn't the only one who cat
wear n disguise."

I'cggy and Hilly, mucli astonisnea(i
looked clown into the neck to sec IhtJj
urinnini? face of the Giant oftM
Woods.

"This river is too deep to wade, nndll
I can't swim with you youngsters on, I

my back, but there's still n way to gettl
xou home."

So saying, the Giant of the WoocN
gave Hilly n mighty heave thnt scntj
lilm Clrtnn nornsu the...... ......rfver find Ollt nf.Ml. II ..J, up.
sight'; Then he gave Peggy n mighty,
heave. She sailed far over the water
far over the woods, and through n mistjt,
white cloud, and right into her sent nlj
the movie theater. Her wish gown was)
gone, and so wns the glass slipper. Sh
was dressed in her own neat frock.

"Sly gracious, I wonder if the Giant) I

got away from Red Heard, leggy won
dcrcd. Hut she didn t need to worry
nbout thnt, for the Giant was n powerful
swimmer, nnd Red .Beard didn t likei
n bath, not even to capture a foe whc
had outwitted him.

(In the rfcxt story Peggy ana
Hilly have an adventure of aHofnsriij
ton, J

1

Career of Peter Flint,"' etc.

TODAY'S BUSINESS QUESTION.
UVtflf i "Cartage"?
Answer will appear Monday,

AXSWKK TO YESTERDAY'S
BUSINESS QUESTION

A "Certified Check' m hnc
by the bank on which it U

dtawn as good.

In this space Mr, Whitehead will an- -
nicer readers' business questions on buy
ing, selling, advertising and employment

Business Questions Answered
Tiring Interested In our dally storlei. Iubmlt my rutin business career, bo that X

might Ijp RflIftrU whnt plan to pursue,
I left hlRh school at tho end of the Berond

j par on aiiount of the drnth of my father. '
thereupon I tackled arloun position only
ueraus 01 tnf situation i was piacpu in.

In the iriPHndmp I nm ntOndintz ttm
V M A. taklne up bookkeeping:. Upon,
rumpiPiinT mis course, i wan recommennea

n friend of our to a wholesale rlothln
luiUHe who needed a bookkeeper. 1 com-
menced three ear nco with $7 nnd am atpresent recch Inc $1 4 a w eck I am dis-
gusted with thl position on account of the
smnll chances of advancement.

My Intentions aie tn become C P. A..
and, therefore, would like to connect with an
Hccounlinft; concern I have In the meantime
been mnklntr ud mv necessary resents counts '
ieiulred and am takinff up accounting, hav-
ing completed one car In accounting, eco
nomlrs and law.

Under resent conditions It Is Impossible
on account of the small salary offered by 1
them to start

I have been answering advertisements for
bookkeepers, but hae failed to receive any
answers. Therefore. T am Incloslnc a sam
pie cf one of my letters for jour criticism.

it n.
In pursuance to our advertisement In

this morning's for bookkeeper, kind-
ly consider me an applicant for the posi-
tion

I am enty sears of aue T hae had
three ears' experience aa bookkeeper In
a wholesate clothing; house and am well
acquainted with trial balance, balance
sheet, profit and loss. etc. I hae com-
pleted one jear of accountancy and law
anil economics nt - . .

At present I am cmplojcd and can fur-
nish best of references from this concern.
I shall expect $.'0 to start. '

Holleltlnn an interview, I remain, jour
very trul.

You ask what nre the flinching nrgu- -

nieuts that nre lacking in your letter
''Answer' all of them.

Your first paragraph lacks punch
Fancy starting a letter with, "In pur-
suance to your advertisement,." IC
sounds like a page from a legal docu-

ment. Why not say, "lMcaae cousidVtf
me on applicant for the position as
bookkeeper advertised in this morning'

Let your second narngrnnh start wlth!
what your cxnericncc hns been. Tr I

stnte jour nge first is to spoil the effect
ot tlic other information. Heforc they
read whnt sou have done they sny, "Ob,
tin la rtt.ll. III Iu IflH Vniltlff.

llttfnrf i intiHiilor flip second nnrfl- - I

graph let's straighten the first a bit nnd
make it read :

"Do the following ciiinllficntlons fit
me for the position of bookkeeper

in today's paper?" .

Then start your second paragraph i
"Three j ears' experience ns bookkeeper
with the" (then state the name of tho
firm). "I have n thorough knowledge
of triul balances, balance sheets" (and
such things as you may wish to add).

Then close jour letter with: "I am,
more anxious to get un opportunity i

with n good concern than I am over '

getting a. better job. If jou will give
mc'au opportunity in your organization,
I assure you that the very best that is
in mc will be at jour disposal. Will '
you grant mo nn interview, so thnt I
niny Jell jou in person "why I pm ths
man jou need?"

Kill the "I remnin, your very truly,'-- '
nnd iu place of it say, "Very trnljt''

Rewrite this letter nloug the lines I v

have suggested aud then compare it
with jour letter. "V

He Was Versatile
A soldier was pleadlnir with his hat.

tnliou (.onininndrr. "You lire' always onV
leave," exclaimed the iffirer. "What-4- ,
on earth do you want special leave for J
now?"

"My sister's baby's colue to he vnn.1- - "

nnted. sir." .
"Aud what has that got to do "witK '

you?" '

"She's my sister, sir," explained;
Tommy, with a hurt look.
- "Whnt; the baby?" j

"No, sir, the baby's sister's my,
brother I mean I'm the mother's baby

er tno rather 8 my sister. No.' I ft!
mean y

"You wenn," broke in tho battalioaVi
commander angrily. "What d&. (!i A

want you for? That is the point,'' ,' - "

"W1 godmother, lr,' qb'ieiigff

, .fiy.i.jtrrraa J ''ii,f ,,

n,.Lj.f,..JcdilWfc1M1j,r


